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Bricklaying sessions at Birchgrove Comprehensive School -
National Apprenticeship week 2026

Kier visited Birchgrove Comprehensive School to deliver an engaging, hands-on bricklaying workshop for Year 10 pupils as
part of the school’s construction skills development programme. The session aimed to enhance pupils’ practical
understanding ahead of their upcoming assessments.

Martin Ellis from Kier led the workshop, providing:

* Detailed demonstrations of essential bricklaying techniques

* Guidance on bonds and quoins, both of which form key components of the students’ assessment criteria

* Step-by-step instructions followed by practical activities, allowing pupils to apply the techniques themselves

The session supported pupils by:

* Strengthening their confidence in core construction skills

* Reinforcing curriculum-linked learning through practical application

» Offering direct interaction with an industry professional, helping pupils gain insight into real-world construction
careers

Teachers reported that the experience was valuable for preparing students for practical assessments and for raising
awareness of vocational pathways. We engaged with 545 pupils over 3 lessons (3 hours)
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